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CHICKENS  RAISED,  AND  H  ENS  AND  PULLETS  ON  FARMS 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  PRECEDING  YEAR 
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Chickens  raised 
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*  PRELIMINARY  ^  BASED  ON  INTENTIONS  AS  OF  FEBRUARY  1 


1949 
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Farmers  in  early  February  Intended  to  purchase  6  percent  fewer  baby  chicks  in 
1947  than  in  1946,  which  indicates  a  similar  decrease  in  number  of  chickens  raised  this 
year.  On  the  basis  of  present  indications,  January  I,  1948  numbers  will  not  be  greatly 
different  from  those  on  January  I,  1947. 
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Tte  Poultry  and  Egg  Sitiiation  at  a  Glance 


Item 


'  *  Average  *  ' 

Unit  :  Month  1  ^gsg^ls  s  19*6  t  1947 

It  :  : 


Farm  production 


Average  number  of  layers  on 
farms   


Mil.  d02. 


Million 


Jan. 


255.4      357.7  380.7 


362.4      418.0  394.9 


Rate  of  lay  per  hen 


Apparent  civilian  per  capita 
disappearance   


Froser.  egg  production  

Driefi  egg  production  

Prices  received  by  farmers 


Prices  received  by  farmers  as  t 
a  percentage  of  parity   

t 

Retail  price  (3AE)   : 

i 

Egg-feed  ratio   : 

t 

Stocks;  1/  t 

Shell   

Frozen   : 

Dried   : 

: 

Chicks  hatched   : 

: 
: 

Potential  layers  on  farms  l/  . . : 

• 

Pullets  not  of  laying  age  1^  ..t 

> 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  for  » 

laying  mash   t 

I 


Prices  received  by  farmers  : 
for  chickens   : 

Prices  received  by  farmers  as  t 

a  percentage  of  parity  : 

i 

Retail  price  of  chickens  (BAE)  5 

: 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  i 

turkeys   s 

i 

Stocks;  1/  « 
Poultry,  excluding  turkeys  . .t 


Turkeys  

Chicken-feed  ratio 
Turkey-feed  ratio  i 


Receipts  of  poultry  at  Central 
Western  Primary  Markets, 
per  plant   


Nvcnber 

If 

8.3. 

10.3 

11.6  t 

Dec. 

24.1 

31.6 

•  — •  i 

Mil.  lb. 

Jan. 

9.7 

9.3  t 

n  n 

II 

0.3 

11.7  : 

Ct.  per  do2. 

(t 

27.0 

41.1 

41.3  : 

Percent 

n 

88 

106 

86  : 

Ct.  per  doz. 

Deo. 

44.1 

63.6 

  I 

Lb.  feed 

Jan. 

12.9 

13.8 

11.9  : 

1,000  oases 

H 

304 

272 

294  t 

II  II 

n 

1,793  2 

,979  2, 

150  1 

Mil.  lb. 

n 

18 

16  t 

Million 

n 

38.8 

45.4 

54.5  s 

n 

n 

2/431.8 

450.5 

413.8  : 

H 

n 

2/  34.4 

35.3 

23.4  : 

Dol.  per  owt. 

II 

2.66 

3.69 

4.34: 

Poultry  } 

Ct.  per  lb. 

Jan. 

16.2 

23.5 

25.6  : 

Percent 

It 

107 

116 

104  I 

Ct.  per  lb. 

Dec. 

34.9 

59.5 

II        II  11 

Jan, 

21.6 

32.5 

30.7  1 

iiil.  lb. 

It 

122.5 

2S9.4 

176.7  J 

II  It 

n 

46.8 

134.5 

140.5  t 

Lb.  feed 

It 

8.5 

7,9 

7.4  1 

M  n 

n 

10.4 

10.9 

8.9  1 

1,000  lb. 

It 

9.7 

12.1 

8.0  i 

Comments 


Exceeded  previous  1944  record. 


A  reoordl 


January  1947  consun^jtion  above 
previous  year. 


Index  of  prices  paid,  including 
interest  and  taxes,  21  percent 
above  last  year.    Hence,  lower 
parity. 


Feed  prices  have  increased  more  than 
egg  prices  since  last  yeeir. 

Into- storage  movement  began  late  in 
February, about  a  month  behind  last  j 


Eggs  in  incubators  on  February  1 
below  last  year. 

Decrease  during  January  about  as  largi 
as  last  January. 


Exceeds  any  previous  January,  but 
nearly  9  cents  below  October  peak. 


Declined  almost  10  cents  from  October 
high. 


An  all-tiaie  highl 

)Unfavorable  oomparod  with  last 
)    year . 


) 


1/  End  of  month. 
2/  1941-45  average. 
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Approved  by  Outlook  axid  Situation  Board,  February  27,  19'*-7 


Special  article  in  this  issue: 
Price  Supports  for  Chickens  and  Turkeys 


Farmers  in  early  February  intended  to  purchase  6  percent  fewer  baby  chicks 
in  19'+T  than  in  19^6.     If  purchases  are  reduced  to  that  extent,  the  size  of  the 
national  laying  flock  on  Janury  1,  19^8  probably  will  be  little  different  from 
January  1,  19^7- 

Turkey  producers  earlier  in  the  year  indicated  a  l6  percent  reduction  in 
output  this  year  compared  with  last.     Turkey  prices  declined  sharply  late  in 
19^6  and  by  January  15,  19^7^  were  30 • 7  cents  per  pound,  99  percent  of  parity.  To 
prevent  turkey  prices  from  declining  below  support  levels  (9^  percent  of  parity) 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  on  February  11  .announced  a  purchase  program  that  will 
be  effective  through  June  30,  19^1-7. 

The  government  is  purchasing  dried  and  frozen  eggs  at  support  prices.  Even 
at  support  levels,  however,  prices  received  by  egg  producers  during  the  19^7 
hatching  season  are  moderately  higher  than  in  the  saiae  period  of  19^6.     Tliis  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  support  levels  are  determined  in  part  by  the  prices  of  the 
things  that  farmers  buy.     Prices  paid  by  farmers  wilJ.  be  higher  this  spring  than 
last.     Compared  with  feed  prices,  however,  the  returns  of  poultrj^rmen  for  eggs 
are  not  as  favorable  as  in  19^6  because  feed  prices  have  increased  more  than  egg 
prices. 

Civilian  demand  for  eggs  is  likely  to  continue  exceptionally  high,  at  least 
through  the  first  half  of  19^7;  because  of  high  meat  prices  and  a  high  level 
of  consumer  income.    Per  capita  egg  consumption  during  the  ^i-  months,  October  19^6- 
Jaiiuary  19^7>  exceeded  consiunption  during  the  same  months  of  any  previous  year,  and 
was  about  7  percent  above  the  corresponding  4-month  period  of  19^5-^6, 

Slaugliter  of  farm  chickens  will  be  about  one- tenth  less  this  year  than  last 
if  farmers'*  intentions  to  purchase  baby  chicks  are  carried  out.     Commercial  broiler 
output  may  be  at  least  as  large  as  in  19^6.     Cold  storage  stocks  of  chickens  are 
one-foiirth  lower.     Civilian  supplies  of  chicken  meat  will  be  smaller  than  last  year 

(For  release  March  6,  A.  M.  ) 
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B.'^CKGROTJJDo-  Famers'   intentions  to  pxrrch^-se  baby  chicks  and  turkey  D0ults_ 
have  been  reported  early  each  year  since  19384,    ITumbers  raised,  hovrever, 
often  have  varied  from  the  intentions  because  of  developments  during  the 
hatching  se?son.    Most  important  among  thes "  developments  have  been  chanse: 
in  the  price  of  egjrs  and  poultry  meat,  price  and  availability  of  feed,  and 
in  demand  prospects e 

In  early  1947  poultr;;,Tnen  planned  to  purchase  6  percent  fevrer  bab3' 
chicks  and  16  percent  fewer  tur]cey  poults,  than  in  1946.    Hor/ever,  in  1946 
largely  becau.se  of  the  feed  shortage,  actual  numbers  of  both  chickens  and 
turkeys  raised  ■'•"ere  4  percent  less  than  intentions*    Comparisons  of 
intentions  i.-itii  performance  aro  as  follc.'s: 


Table' 1,«  ±nt3ntions  to  purchase  baby  cliioks  and-  turkey  poults  and 
numbers  raised,  1938-1947 

(Percer.tage  of  previous  year) 


;ear 


1938 
1939 
1S40 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 


intended 


pure:""'  36  3  ol 


^l^icks 


Percent 

103 
108 
96 
109 

112  . 
11c  - 
.,83 

96- 

86 

94 


i.uirioe-r  oi 
chickens 


Percent 

108 
107 

89 
116 
111 
118 

80 
110 

82 


Intended 
purchases  of 
poults  2/ 


Percent 

106 

127 
105 

97 
108 
112 
102 
.110 
■  95 

84 


number  of 
turkeys 
raised 


103 
125 
102 

97 
100 
100 
110 
124 

91 


l/.. Based  upon  reports  of  Crop  Correspondents,  a.s  of  February. 1,  ' 
Zj  Based  upon  reports  of  Crop  Correspondents  as  of  February  1  for 
1938  throu>-h  1942;  ac  of  Januarv  i  since  1942.. 


Number  of  Layers  on  Farms  Janmry  1,  1948  Ivhy  be  ilearly 
the  sam.e  as  on  J?_nuary  1;  1947 

Famwrs  reported  intentions  to  b\;y  fev^er  chicks  probably  v/ill  be  carried 
out.    Among  the  riore  im.portant  reasons  for  th:  s  reduction  '.are:     (l)  a  loiter  egg- 
feed  price  ratio  during  the  1947  hatching  s  ason  than  in  1946;  (2)  little  change  ir. 
the  demand  situation  from  that  apparent  in  early  Febr\.iary  v/hen  intentions  "•.'■ere  re- 
■Dorted.    If  fever  chicks  are  purchased,  past  experience  indicates  that  the  number 
of  }iens  and  pullet"  on  farr.s  rt  the  beginning  of  1948  will  be  abovit  the  sane  as,  or 
slightly  les^  tlian,  in  1947,    Every  year  since  1933,  when  decreases  in  the  number 
of  cliickens  raised  occurred,  there  were  relatively  smeller  decreases  in  hens  and 
pullets  on  farm.s  at  the  year's  end. 
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iB.'ble  2,-  GhickenG  raised  and  hens  an^''  pullets  on  farns, 
United  States,   December  3I,  1923-!-'-6 
(Data  for  cover  chart) 


Year 


Chickens 
raised 


Hens 
and 
pullets 
on  farms 
Deco  si 


Percenta,-:^e  of 


Millions 


Hen  s 

,  Year : 

Ot-ick'.-n;-  : 

and 

Cliickens . 

pullets 

raised 

,  on  iamiB  ; 

.Dec.  31 

Percent 

Percent 

Millions 

1925 

G79 

39U 

103 

101 

1936  : 

715 

380 

109 

105 

1926 

:  71s 

^15 

106 

105  ■ 

1937  : 

601 

35  3 

Z\ 

93 

1927 

.  7oO 

U27 

loh 

103 

:19^g  . 

o31 

376 

log 

107 

192s 

:  700  ■ 

koh 

93 

95 

:'1939 

b97 

593 

107 

;o5 

1929 

:  751 

^^20 

107 

loU 

19^0 

.  617 

3SI 

S9 

97 

19  "^^ 

:  777 

5!02 

loh 

96 

:i9'-:a  . 

717 

I126 

116 

112 

1931 

:  709 

3S6 

91 

96 

19^!-2  ; 

795 

Ug9 

111 

11)+ 

1932 

•  736 

391 

loU 

101 

19^-3  : 

9"->^ 

32I1 

lis 

107 

1933 

385 

102 

98 

:19^U  : 

750 

1+7^^ 

go 

91 

I93I1 

350 

g6 

91 

19^5  : 

S21 

U7I1 

110 

100 

1935  ! 

653 

363 

102 

10^ 

19^61/ 

^  .'^T7 

U36 

S2 

92 

:  191+7^ 

•  636 

94 

Hens   :Pcrcentage  of 
antl     ; -preceding;  year 
pullets:  ;  Hens 

on  faros  :  :  and 

Dec.    )1 :  Chicken3pu]lets 
:  raised:  0'& 
:  :  farns 

:  :Dec.  31" 


1/  Prel  ir. i na  ry, 

2/  Pased  on  farr.ers' 


iiitcnti.ons. 


Egg  prices  during  19^7  ^-re  exj^ectcd  to  continue  at  or  near  support  levels 
(90  percent  of  parity).     The  Pepartnent  has  announced  a  price  support  program 
for  Fehniar.y  through  April  providing  for  the  purc/iase  of  frozen  eggs  and  is  also 
"buying  dried  eggs  for  exports.      Processor'.^  who  sell  to  the  USM  must  certify 
that  they  have  paid  producerj^  prices  av';ra  :;ing  not  less  than  33  cents  a  dozen. 
Tliis  is  likely  to  reflect  a  U.   S.  avtjro.go  farra  price  of  at  least  35  cents  per 
dozen  during  the  flush  production  season  c'tbout  10  percent  ahove  last  year. 
Price  support  levels  are  higher  this  spring  than  last  hecasue  of  the  sharp 
increases  that  have  taken  plac---  in  the  prices  of  cominodities  farmers  buy. 

Although  egg  ]:rices  are  higher  during  the  19^7  hatching  season,   the  eg^ 
feed  price  ratio  prohahly  will  average  ahout  5  percent  helow  19^6.  Currently, 
the  ax?-8rage  price  paid  by  farmers  for  poultry  ration  is  16  percent  above  that  of 
a  year  ago,  and  there  probably  will  be  little  change  in  feed  prices  during  the 
flush  production  season,  , 

In  the  past,  a  lov/er  egg-feed  ratio  usually  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  the" 
number  of  chickens  raised.     In  19^+6,  however,  the  number  of  chickens  raised  \.ra.s 
limited  partly  by  smaller  feed  supplies.     Larger  feed  cup)plies  this  year  may 
partly  offset  the  effects  of  the  lov/cr  egg- feed  price  ratio.     The  January  1,  19^^-7 
supply  of  feed  grain  per  arimal  unit  ws,s  a  record,  I6  p'.rcent  above  the  previous 
year. 
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Civilian  Cor-san"'tior-  of  -g^s  to  Contir.ue  High 

Per  capita  egg  consuroption  in  the  last  qu.arter  of  19^6  v.'as  at  least  eggs, 
and  exceeded,  any  -previous  fourth^  q-aarter.     A  record  rate  continued  in  January, 
According  to  early  estimates,  per  capita  consunption  in  January  v.'as  ahout  3  percent 
a'oove  Janv.ary  19^5  19^6,   the.  ^.revious  highs. 

This  record. rate,  of  consuTiption  is  due  in  part  to:     (l)  a  high  level  of 
consumer  income  and  limited  supplies  of  some  durahle  goods.     Disposahle  income 
during  the  pa.st  few  months  has  "been  at  an  annual  rate  of    150  hillion  dollars,  the 
highest  on  record.     (2)  -  the  relationship  hetv/een  red  meat  lorices  and  egg  prices 
has  "been  favoraole  for  a  high  level  of  egg  consumption^     The  prices  of  red  m.eats 
have  increased  more  rabidly  than  prices  of  eggs  in  recent  m.onths. 


'Table  3«'*  ?-Q-tio  of  the  i^rices  of  a  po'ond  of  meats  to  those  of  a  dozen  eg^s  at 

retail,  selected  loeriods  ij 


October 

.ovemoor 

DFcembe.r 

Year 

Beef- 

:  Po  rk- 

L*^;ml>- 

:  3eei- 

Po  rk- 

j-amt- 

:  Peef- 

• " :  Po  rh- 

:  -bamh- 

egg 

:  egg 

egg- 

.     egg  . 

egg 

egg 

:  ^gg 

:  egg 

:  egg 

percent  percent 

Percent 

Percent 

percent 

Percen 

t  Percent  Percent 

Brcen 

Av.  1925- 

29 

62 

56 

69 

55 

61 

56 

62 

Av.  1935- 

39 

.  86 

77 

;  SI 

67 

73 

g6 

69  : 

7S 

ISkk 

5S 

61 

55 

U6 

59 

-  5^ 

^5 

5S 

19^5 

-r 

:  -^x^ 

60 

5^ 

^5 

5S 

53 

•  ^5 

57 

19^6 

:  7^ 

6^ 

71 

S7 

S2  • 

sr 

79 

S3 

1^/    Cor.puted        dividing  retail  prices  of  a  pound  of  meat  oy  a  dozen  eggs. 
Based  on  data  published  in  USDA  Miscellaneous  Publication  •IJo.  576 

The  above  tv/o  factors  are  likely  to  continue  to  favor  a  high  level  of  egg 
consumption,  at  least  ■  through  the  first  half  of  the  year.     Hence,  dom.estic  consumpr 
tion  duii.ng  tlie  first  ha.lf  of  19^7  proba.bly  v/ill  be  at' least  as  large  as  in  19^ 
v/hen  a'bout  I95  eg^^s  per  person  v;ere  consumed. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year,  hov/ever,  consujnption  ma.y  decline  more  than 
seasonally    and  be  belov;  19^  because  of  anticipated  decreases  in  consumer  incomes 
and  larger  supplies  of  meat  accompanied  by  lov;er  meat  prices. 


USTA  Purchases"  of  Dried  and  Prozen  5ggs , 


T"::e  rate  of  egg  production  ea.rl^''  in.  the  year  exceeded  that  of  any  previous 
year.     Although  civilian  der;a.nd  for  eggs  vra.s  exceptionally  high  during  January  and 
Pebraary,   supplies  exceeded  domestic  dem.and  at  support  i:)rices.     As  a  resu 
USDA  entered  into  price  support  operations. 


the 


During  Jc-.nua.ry  and  Pebruary,  -dried  eggs  v/ere  purchased  for  e:qport  commitments 
As  of  Pybruary  I3,  the  USDA    had  firm,  orders  for  33  million  pounds  from  the  British 
Food  liisgion,     3y  February  2S,  most  of  these  eggs  had  been  procured.     'The  prices 
paid  f.o.bo  plant  for  dried  v^iole  eggs  packed  in  barrels  for  January  delivery 
vjas  51,2'6  and  for  Pebraa.ry  and  March  delivery  $1.20  loer  -cound. 
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The  USUA.  also  annoimced  a  frozen  egg  jrarchase  program  early  in  Petruary  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  prices  in  areas  v/hore  driers  are  not  located.    By  Feb-  . 
raary  2S,  12  million  pounds  had  "been  purcliased,    Prices  ranged  up  to  3l».5  cents 
per  ])0und,  f.cb*  plant, 

TalDle  iJ. -Purchases  through  Pehruary  2S,  I9U7  of  driod  "whole  ogg  "by 
Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  "by  months  of  de- 
livery 


Year  i 

Jan , 

Mil, 

19  Ul  : 

19U2  : 

11, U 

19^3  : 

7.2 

19¥f  : 

26.U 

19^'5  : 

6.2 

19^6  : 

19^7  : 

7.9 

1^.  Ih. 


lb.. 


12.9 
?KD.l 
27.0 

^.2 

10.5 


13.1  13.^ 
12.6  21, U 

IB. 3  27.7 
9.8  10.6 

15.0  16, g 
6.0 


« 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

[May 

• 

•  - 

.  June 

• 

i July  !Aug. ' ISept. 
•          •  • 

!  Oct. 

• 

.*  Nov. 

• 

!  Dec. 

• 

! Total 

• 

Mil, 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil, 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

Ih. 

lb. 

lb,  lb. 

lb.. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

0.7 

1.2 

2.6  2.6 

5.7 

S.7 

13*9 

35.6 

IS.  3 

17.5 

IS.  5 

19.2  19.2 

22.0 

25.3 

15. s 

206.6 

17.2 

10.9 

10.6 

19.9  Ib.l 

16. U 

20.1 

2S.1 

209.6 

27.0 

26.1 

2i+.g 

31.5  2U.2 

20.  U 

12.g 

7.6 

273.2 

3o 

0.6 

0.1 

0.3  

36.1 

12.2 

13.7 

11.3 

10.5  5.S 

2.0 

2.6 

3.5 

97.6 

Smaller  Fg^rm  Ghicken  Slaughter  S^xpected 
i^Tl^tl  ^^an'  in  1^"^^ 

Slau."hter  of  chickens  from  farm  flocks  in  19^7  will  be  about  one- tenth  less 
than  in  19^'^'-6,  if  the  number  of  chickens  raised  this  year  is  noderately  belo^^r  last 
year.    Most  of  the  reduction  would  occur  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Since 
coiiuaerical  cold-storage  holdings  also  f.J*  moderately  below  last  year's  record,  total 
civilian  supplies  of  chicken  will  be  lov/er  in  I9U7  than  in  19^6. 

The  slaughter  of  chickens  from  farm  flocks  in  19^6  is  tentatively  estimated 
at  2250  million  pounds  (dressed  weight)..    About  one-tenth  of  this  quantity,  was 
supplied  by  reducing  January  1  inventories  of  chickens  on  farms  by  55  million. 
This  large  reduction  in  inventory  probably  v/ill  not  occur  during  19^7» 

Indications  are  that  commercial  bi oiler  output  in  19^7  '^■nll  be  about  as  large 
as,  or  larger,,  than  last  year.  Prices  of  broilers  have  been  higher  than  last  year, 
even  though  they  declined  in  recent  months,  and  in  relation  to  feed  costs  are  nore 
favorable  for  production  this  year  than  in  19^'^-6|  Hence,  commerlcal  broiler  output 
may bo"S"Ome what  larger  during  the  next  few  months^  than  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  191^6. 


Chic- -en  Prices  Declining 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  have  declined  sharply  from  the 
record  peaks  reached  in  mid-Ocoober,    Howeverj  prices  are  expected  to  increase 
somewhat  in  the  next  fev;  months-  bec-t^use  of  seasonally  smaller  supplies  of  chickens 
and  red  meats,,  particularly  pork.     In  addition,  continuation  of  a  high  level  of 
consuner  income  would  tend  to  maintain  prices,. 


MAPC7  iihy  -  8  -  ■ 

In  the  latter  part  of  19^? ^  however,  chicken  prices  probably  will  decline 
moderatel-/.  _  Ccnsimer  incone  may  "be  declining  and  supplies  of  red  raeatr  will  "be 
large  l£.L3  in  the  year-.  '  ' 

The  average  price  for  chickens  received  "by  f-irmers  in  mid- January  was  25.6 
cent;?  per  pound,  aln:cst  Q  cents  "below  the' record  in  mld-Octo"ber.    Hdwever,  the 
Jr'.nuary  avcr'^.ge  farm  price  was  a  record  high  for  that  nonth. 

Of f -Season  Turkey  Consunp-'.ion  to  "be  Very  Large 

Cold-s^orago  holdings  .of  turkeys  on  Fe"bruary  1  were  at  a  record  'of  l^J-O  mil- 
lion pounde ,  C  million  oounds  above  February  1,  19^6,-  and  four  times  the  1935-39 
average.    Thic  is  equt.alent  to  ne^.rly  one-fourth,  of  th.e  total  quantity  of  turkey 
rrcGt  vx^'rkoledi  in  19"'i-6.    But  the  number  of  turkeys  .on  farms  January  1,  19^7  was  6,6 
million  head,  li^  million  below"  the  previous  January  1.'   Because  of  the  reductions 
:.]•;  number.^  ".he  quantify  of  turkey  meat^  available  for  consumption  during  the  off-" 
season  (February  1  through' September  l)  will  be  slightly  smalJ.er  than  last  year's 
I'ccord.  but  considerably  larger  tht^n  any  other  year. 

If  farmers '  plains  tc  redu.oe  purchases,  of  poults  by  l6  percent  are  carried 
ou*^ ,  the  quantj ':.y  of  turkey  neat  per  person  during  19^7  be  about  one -half 

potmd  below  loli6.  Per  capita  cons^iciption  lasi:  year  is  ter.ta.tirely  es'J-imated  at 
•'j-.2  pounds  per  person  compared  with  2.6  pounds  in  the  late  1930's.  -  . 

Turkey  prices  have  declined  sharply  from,  the  record  high  reached  in  mid- 
October.    The  average  price  received  by  farmers  in 'mid- January  was  30.6  cents  per 
pound,  a  decrease  of  3t;out  25  percent  from  the  October  high.     In  berm-s  of  parity, 
faraers  were  receiving  99  percent. 

Derartncn-  of  Agriculture  Eequests  Seduction 
In         P^'oduct  ion 

The  farm  goal  prcgrejn  for  19^7,  announced  on  January  l6,  calls  for  a  de- 
crease of  10  percent  in  egg  production,  but  little  change  in'  the  number  of  chlcker.e 
and  turke.ys  i-aised  compared  v:ith  19^i-6.    Comparisons  of  19^7  poultry  products  goals 
and  19^6 • produce Ipn  arc  as  follows: 


T':em 


Farm  egg  -oroducxion 
Chickens  raised 
"urkeys  raised 


Uni  t  ■ 


nroduc - 
tion  1/ 


Mil,  do.z.  ■  U,655 
Mil.  head  677 
Mil.  iaead  ^1 


19^+7 

i;,200 

677 
ho. 6 


Percentage.  19^7 
goal  is  of  19^6 


90 
100 
99 


TTpr^ liminary 


CajiadLan  F.SE  ^oal^  cull  for  Jiicreasod 
Egg  Production  In 

The  poiiltrj  and  egg  goals  reooroDiended  by  thu  C-madian  Agrl cultural  Supplies 
Board  calls  for  an  increase  in  egg  pi-oductlon  of  abOL-t  10  percent,  and  no  change  In 
production  of  poultry  meat.    C^madian  egg  production  for  I'jhb,  is  eotimated  at  3^) 
.Tiillion  dozen.    Poultry  meat  output  vras  about  3''~'*    nillion  pounds. 

Th.e  Canadian  egg  goal  is  based  on  domestic  consumption  of  238.5  million  doz- 
en, vliich  would  leave  90  million  dozen  for  exporL  to  Eritian.    During  19'^-6,  ship- 
ments to  ^^-L'eat  Britlan  totaled  about  60  million  dozen,  23  million  dozen  short  of 
tne  contract. 

l^he  IQh-'J  contract  for  poultry  meal  for  the  Pj.'itish  Ministry  of  Food  calls 
for  exports  of  12.^^  million  pounds  of  Canadian  poultry. 

Price  Qipports  for  Chickens  and  ■Airke^s* 

1!he  Stcagall  amendment  of  j')k}  di.-^ects  govor-nment  price  sui)po2*t8  for  various 
fam  caimioditics.     Tlie  present,  commltraent  will  end  December  3^^  result  of 

the  President  pj-ociajuation  endin£';  nostJ li tioft  on  the  last  day  of  19^6. 

During  moat  of  Che  war  thu  prices  farnierE  received  for  chicken::  and  turkeys 
were  well  above  parity.     To  keep  turirey  prices  fi'on  falling  below  90  percent  of  par- 
ity, the  Department  onnomiced  a  new  price  supij'ort  prcgram  on  ^'ebruary  1.1.  (See 
table  6.)     Only  tui'k'-ys  processed  after  February  11  and  those  hei^d  in  cold  storage 
which  are  pi'oduco: -owned  are  eligible  foi'  supx)0i  ts. 

Farr/i  chiekenf:  uj^d  eggs  wei-o  included  in  the  f:!i'st  price  support  program  an- 
nounced by  the  Secretary  of  A^^ri culture  on  /-prjl  3,  lO-'ri. .     This  announcejoent  stated 
that  chicken  prior. s  wore  to  be  f;ui)uC:.'ted  .-^.t  1.9  cents  per  pound,  Chicago  basis,  with 
normal  differentials  foj.-  season,  grade,  weight  and  J.ocatlon  for  the  period  through 
June  30,  l')h3.     Oti  August  29,  J9'a,  cJilckens  wore  offlcicLly  proclaimed  a  "Steagall" 
commodity,  which  meruit  ohat  they  were  to  be  cuj^ported  at  ;i,  jnin.;m-am  of  89  percent  of 
parity.     Chickens  also  were  included  in  tht.  revised  goal  ara:ouncem-ent  of  January  I6, 
1942,  whjch  reaffinaed  that  prices  were  bo  be  supported  at  not  less  than  89  percent 
of  parity,  and  extended  the  period  through  June  3'^o  ^9 '-3' 

The  Stabilization  .A.ct  of  19^2,  approved  October  2,  10^2,  raised  .support 
levels  on  "Steti.ge.ll*'  commodities  from.  8','  percent  to  90  percent  of  parity. 

It  was  not  until  the  19'»-3  price  support  prograj/.i  was  announced  on  November  27, 
I9k2,  that  turkeys  became  a  "Steagall"  ca:imodity.    This  -inrxOuncement  provided  that 
turkeys  and  chickens  (excluding  broilers  or  chickens  weighing  less  than  3  pounds 
live  weight)  wore  to  be  sur^poi'ted  at  a  minivuum  of  90  percent  of  parity.    lio  specific 
support  prices  were  announced  for  cliickens  and  turkeys  until  early  19^6  because  pri- 
ces of  both  were  well  above  pailty  until  that  time.     .In  March  of  19^6  the  U3DA  ailnoii* 
hed     specific  purchase  prices  for  both  dr'esced  chickens  and  turkeys.    Tables  5  and  6 
summarize  price  support  announcements  made  by  the  V,?.,D,.A..  fc-r  chickens  and  turkeys, 
respectively, 

*  For  a  discussion  of  the  egg  price  support  programs,   see  April-May- June  19^6  issue 
of  The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation. 
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Table  5.-  Specific  USVA  chickon  price  siiprort  announcements 


bate  and  refer- j 
ence  number  of  :  Ef^'ective 
announcement  t 


dates 


Apr.  3,  1941 
1992-41 


Minimurn  orice 


Apr.  3,  1941  jIS  centc  per  pound  assuminp;  ccn- 

through        :    tinuation  o:'  existing  price 
June  30,  1943;    relationships  and  takin.e  sea- 
j    sonal  vajnation  into  acco^jjit. 


'.larket  area,  point 
or  market  to  which 
support  applies 


Chicago,  111. 


Sept,  8,  1941:  iThrough  1942  :35  percent  of  parity. 


529-42 

Jan.  16,  1942: 
1522'-42 


Nov.  30,  1942; 
1029-43 


Jan.  26,  1944; 
1935-44 


Nev.  »0,  1944: 
3607-44 


Jar..  1,  1942 

through 
June  30,  1943 

Jan.  1,  1943- 
June  33,  1944 


U.  So  average  prici 
received  bv  farmers. 


Chickens  (excluding  broilers)  at  tU*  S.  average  price 


85  percent  of  parity. 


: received  by  farmers. 


iThrpugh 

iDec.  31,  1944 


Through 

:Dec.  31,  1945 


Mar.  6,  1946:    rMa^rch  3,  1946 
438-46 


Chickens  (excluding  broilers  cr     :U.  o.  average  price 
chickens  weighing  less  than  3     :received  by'farmers. 
lbs.  live  weLeht)  at  90  percent: 
of  parity.  : 

4 

... 

Chickens  (excluding  broilers  or    tUc  S.  averasre  price 
chickens  -weighing  less  than  3     -.received  by^'farmers. 
lbs.  live  -^veicht)  at  90  percent: 
of  parity.  '  : 

• 

Chickens  (excluding  broilers  or     :U.  S.  average  price 
chickens  weighing  less  than  5-I/:'?eceived  bv\farmers. 
1/2  lbs.  live  v.eight)  at  90  : 
percent  of  pan.t-/.  : 

« 

Spells  out  purchase  prices  for       jZone  1-  North  Dak., 
dressed  chickens,  except  those   rSouth  Dak.,  ^eh. 
•.weighing  3-1/2  lbs.  or  less,  sctKans.,  Okla.,  ley. 
as  to  reflect  net  less  than  90   ::!inn.,  la.,'  ?.Io.,  Ark., 
percent  of  paritv.     Producers '    :and  la. 
!    average  support  prices  per  lb.    :2one  2  -  l^iont .    V.Vo. , 

:Cclo, ,  Nev;  Mex. , 
•111,,  Ind., 


live  weight  by  zones  ar't 
Zone  1  Zone  2    Zone  3    Zone  4 


IS. 50    13.00      19.50  20.00 


::.liss  .  ,  lenn. ,  Ala. 
JZone  5  -  Idaho,  Nev. , 
JUtah. ,  Ari7. ,  Mich. , 
'.Ohio.,  7a.,  ;V.  Va., 
:Md. ,  Del,,  N.  f . ,  S.C. 
:Ga. .  Fla.  ,  and  E.  C. 
:Zone  4  -  V.'ash.,  Ore., 
:C^1. ,  ;.:e. .  N.H. ,  Vti, 
jLIass.,  P.. I.,  Conn., 
:N. Y. ,  N.J. ,  and  Pa, 
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Table  6.-  Specific  USDA  turkey  price  support  announcements 


Date  and  refer- 
ence number  of 
announc'?ment 


Nov.  30,  1942 
1029-43 

Jan.  26,  1944; 


Nov,  20,  1944: 
3607-44 

March  22,  1946: 
617-46 


Feb.  11,  1947: 
296-47 


Effective 
dates 


Jan.  1,  1943- 
June  30,  1944 

Through 

Dec.  31,  1944 

Through 

Dec.  31,  1945 

Mar.  22,  1946 
(imtil  -fur-  ■ 
thor  notice) 


Feb.  11,  1947- 
June  30,  1947 


iViinimum  price 


90  percent  of  parity. 


90  percent  of  parity. 


90  percent  of  parity 


Spells  out  purchase  prices  for 
dressed  turkeys  so  as  to  re- 
flect 90  percent  of  parity. 
Producer  support  prices  per 
pound  live  vjeight  by  zones  are 


Zone  1  Zone 


Zone  3  Zaig4 


Hens  . .  .20. 5 
Toms  ...19.5 


21.0 

20.0 


21,5 
20.  5 


22.0 
21.0 


Spells  out  purchase  prices  for 
dressed  turkeys  so  as  to  re- 
flect 90  percent  of  parity. 
Announced  producer  prices  per 
pound  of  live  turkey  by  zones 
are : 

Zone  1  Zone  2  Zone  3  Zone  4 


Young  hens 
(Under  18 
pounds). 32.0  32,5 
Young  toms 
and  young 
heavy  hens 
(13  lbs.  & 
over) . .  24, 5 
Old  hens 
(Under  18 
lbs.)..  25.5  26.0 
Old  toms20,5  21.0 


33.0 


33.5 


5.0      25.  5  26,0 


26.5 
21.5 


27.0 
22.0 


Market  area,  point 
or  mai'ket  to  which 
support  applies 


U.  S.  average  price 
received  by  farmers. 

U.  5.  average  price 
received  by  farmers, 

U.  S.  average  price 
received  by  farmers, 

Zone  1-  Idaho,  Mont, 
Nev. ,  Utah,  'o'yo, , 
Colo. ,  Ariz. ,  N.  Mej 
Okla. ,  Tex. ,  Ark. , 
and  La. 

Zone  2-  "Vash,,  Ore., 
Gal.,  N.D.,  S.D., 
Nebr. ,  Kans . ,  Finn. , 
Iowa,  Mo. ,  Miss. , 
Ala. ,  Ga. ,  S. C. ,  anc 
Fla. 


Zone  3-  .",is.,  Mich. 
111.,  Ind.,  Ohio, 
Ky. ,  Tenn . ,  V." .  Va . , 
Va.,  Md.,  Del.,  and 
N.  Gar. 

Zone  4-  Me. ,  N.H. , 
Vt.,  N.Y.,  Mass., 
Conn. ,  R. I. ,  Pa . 
and  N.J. 


U.  S.  Depnrtnerrc  oi'  ../ricnlture 
V;-chi;.  ^5,   L.  C. 


Penalty  fcr  private  use  to_ay:ii 
pa^^cr.ent  of  postage  OSOO 


OFFICIAL  BUSIIj'ESS 


FI3 -118-3/47-4220 

PEP:! IT  1001 


hiku  1  0  iU; 


The  Cotton  Situ:\tion 

The  Dairy  Situation  ... 

The  Demand  and  Price  i:ituatio;- 

The  Farm  Incoiae  Situa':io:i 

The  Fats  and  Oils  Situavion 

The  Feed  Cituation 

The  Fruit  Situation 

The  LiT'estock  and  Meat  oi+v.atlon 

The  ^larketinf,  and  "  rannportation  Situation 

The  National  Foci  Pitiv\-  •.->n 

The  Poultry  and  r.jc  Situation 

The  Tobacco  3it\;ution 

Tlie  Ve^-e table  Situation 

The  7>heat  Situation 


The  "iool  Situation 

The  Tor  Id  Surar  Situation 


(Monthly) 

( Month ly ) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(lilont^ily) 

(Monthly) 

(Quarterly) 

(L!onthly) 

(Monthly) 

^  1  ■»  i-,  >• — ^  >■»  -^ 

(Monthly) 

(Qv-rterly) 

(Quarterly) 

(ri-ip.onthly  except  3 
ly  for  July  and  Au 


acnt}". 

•Uot 


(O^^rterly) 
(Annually) 

The  above  reports  are  av.- ilable  free  upon  request.    Address  reque.  ts  to; 

Bureai;  of  Agr^icultural  Economics 
U«  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
"Yashin -ton  26,  D.  C. 


